Economic applications of an electronic clinical database for nurse practitioner students.
To describe the development of a Web-based clinical database that incorporates the standardized nursing languages (SNLs) used by nurse practitioner students, describe outcomes relative to the SNLs, and discuss economic aspects of outcome data. A mix of retrospective and prospective data of all outcomes for several cohorts (95 students, 17,193 records) comprised the data set. There is wide variation in use of SNLs as well as terminologies from other disciplines. The economic impact of patient encounters could be substantial. A Web-based clinical log provides an opportunity for NP students to collect and analyze data on clinical encounters. Considerable resources must be invested in order to expand the use and sophistication of eClinicaLog.